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SUBJECT: DOWNED CARRIER BALLOON 

1. ON NOV. 17, 1975, 0800Z A CARRIER BALLOON DESCENDED TO 
SURFACE AT APPROX. 7.0 DEGREES N. LATITUDE AND 36.5 DE- 
GREES E. LONGITUDE IN MOUNTAINS OF ETHIOPIA. 

2. BALLOON, ONE OF SERIES OF 12 FLIGHT TEST OF SYSTEM 
TO BE USED IN FIRST GARP GLOBAL EXPERIMENT (FGGE) WAS 
LAUNCHED KOUROU, FRENCH GUIANA.30 OCT. 1975. FGGE IS 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM METEOROLOGICAL RESEARCH, RESULTS 
OF WHICH WILL BE OPENLY DISTRIBUTED TO INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY. SYSTEM DESIGNED TO PROVIDE INFO. ATMOS- 
PHERIC DYNAMICS AT ABOUT 80,000 FT. ALT. BETWEEN 10 
DEGREES N. AND 10 DEGREES S. LATITUDES. 

3. BALLOON IS PLASTIC, 20 METERS DIAMETER, SUPER- 
PRESSURE TYPE, DESIGNED STABLE 80,000 FT. ALT. AND 
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CARRIES PAYLOAD WEIGHING 100 KGM. PAYLOAD COMPRISES 
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BOX OF DROPSONDES, ELECTRONICS GEAR AND CUT-DOWN 
MECHANISMS. 

4. SYSTEM USES THREE CUT-DOWN SUB-SYSTEMS: PARACHUTE 
DESCENT ACTUATED BY SATELLITE LINK VIA SMS-2 AND/OR 
GEOS-A; PARACHUTE DESCENT ACTUATED BY 90 DAY TIMER; 

AND SLOW DESCENT BY CONTROLLED RELEASE OF BALLOON 
GAS ACTUATED BY COMMAND VIA HF SIGNAL FROM GROUND 
STATION. 

5. BALLOON IN QUESTION WAS NOT CUT DOWN BY ANY OF 
THESE SUB-SYSTEMS BUT APPEARS TO HAVE DEVELOPED 
SLOW LEAK. 

6. BELIEVE PAYLOAD OF DOWNED BALLOON NOW COMPRISES: 
DROPSONDE DISPENSER BOX. 1 METER CUBE, CONTAINING 

30 DROPSONDES; CUBIC WHITE BOX 20 CM ON SIDE CONTAIN- 
ING ELECTRONICS GEAR; AND A METALLIC PRESSURE VALVE 
LOCATED ALONGSIDE WHITE BOX. 

7. REQUEST EMBASSY INFORM GOE OF SITUATION. FYI: IF 
GOE RECOVERS PAYLOAD AND DESIRES TO RETURN IT, NSF 
THROUGH ITS CONTRACTOR NATIONAL CENTER FOR ATMOSPHERIC 
RESEARCH, WILLING TO PAY UP TO $2000 PLUS FREIGHT 
DEPENDING ON CONDITION OF PAYLOAD. UPON OFFER OF 
RETURN EMBASSY SHOULD CONTACT OES/APT/SA FOR IN- 
STRUCTIONS. END FYI. KISSINGER 
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